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Lok adalats held across Indla

over 28 lakh old cases solved

Sﬂlhﬂm Hﬂﬂ'ﬂ Singh
lﬂd{yﬁingh@hlndmtanlﬁnasmm i

NEW DELHI: As India faces an
uphill task of clearing the
backlog of over three crore
cases pending in various courts,
over 28 lakh cases were disposed

of on Saturday in lok adalats

organised across the country
in tandem.

The lok adalats, organised
by the National Legal Services
Authnrit:,r (NALSA), state legal
services authorities and district
legal services authorities, took up
39lakh cases for dispensing speedy
and cheap justice to litigants.

SC sources said 15.45 lakh

cases were disposed of during
the day-long session at various
lok adalats across the country,
Lok adalats are an alternative
dispute resolution mechanism
where parties are encouraged
to amicably settle cases ouf of
formal court system. Generally,

cases where parties canreachan
amicable settlement, including
cheque bounce and bank recovery..

RANCHI: Chief Justice R
Banumathi on Saturday
appealed people (litigants) to
take recourse to Lok Adalat
as an efficacious alternative

legal wrangles at cheaper
cost and time.

Inaugurating the National
Lok Adalats organised by
JHALSA at the Jharkhand
high court and district courts
across the state, she pointed
out the inherent benefits of
Lok Adalats where the acri-

disputeresolution (ADR)sys- .
tem for settling long drawn

SAVE TIME, SAVE MONEY SAYS CJ

# Chief Justlna R Banumathi
interacts with DPS students
in Ranchi on Saturday.
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monious minds come to settle
their disputes by striking a
compromise,
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ases, civil suits, motor accident
claims, service matters, family
matters and traffic challan cases

are taken up during lok adalats.

It also helps parties get quick
justice and reduces pendency of
cases that has plagued the Indian
Jjudiciary for decades.

.:_-.%Earher, Jinaugurating sur:h

a lok adalat at the Supreme

- Court, Chief Justice of India P

Sathasivam said the main object
of the adalat was to provide an

- “approachable forum to the poor;

weaker and ignorant people who
are often intimidated and con-
fused by the greasy substantive

and procedural laws.” .




People flock to get speedy justice

More then 85K cases

settled in Jharkhand

AVHIS]I SINHA " RA_NGHI

Thomnds nfv;ranietifamlltookthel
benefit of National Lok Adalatto

settle their disputes on Saturday.
However, for some the opportunity
turned out to be another disappoint-
ment for the reasons of their own

rere wondering and simultaneously
"yearmng for causes that landed t‘nem
urt.

in the
4 gh, a resident of Rarm,
* never | ; "e?loani}_xe _to

- Singh had availed loan from a
'pu ic sector bank in loan mela

orgamsed by Dairy Development )

xhgusted and resigned, such faces

Chief Justice of Jharkhand High Court Justice R Banumathi presents chegue fo the bengficiaries

during National Lok Adalat at High Court in Ranchi on Saturday. Justice DN Patel (L) Jharkhand

High court and other Judges also present. (Inset)’ Randhir Singh at Civil Court in Ranchi on
Salirday :

m]sm le instead of making him

Board'in 2011. ;
| The scheme felicitated fundmg of

784,000 for two milch animals, a
 shelter for two andfodder for the ani-
'mals urchased. Situation took an y_

or Singh and failed to repay

1 loan taken for one cowleading tosus-

pension ofloan for another. However,

to the dismay of the poor man subsidy -

was not adjusted in the loan amount

~ demanded by the concerned bank.
. "We were told that the -
~_Government will provide 50 per cent
| subsidy in the scheme, however, the

loan amount that is being demanded

doesn't reflect adjustment of the sub— ;

sidy;” said Singh.
In the notice that was sent fo

Singh, the concerned bank asked him

to return 352,863 that comprised
¥46,237 towards principal and 76,626
towards interest on ‘the amount.

it was not Singh who

SIAPInt
had to face the consequences of insti-

PIoweer 2‘9/3:/2»@:9 §

tuhona.lapa,thy:mdappearmﬂ]el.ok :
Adalat for disposal of cases.
Disgruntled and d, Ramjee’

Yadav was at loss of words to know

that he had to appear in the Lok
Adalat for a case registered in 2007 for
electricity theft. Although, the
amount, T18,289, slapped as fine by
the electricity department was paid in
2008, Yadav was still called to settle the

. dispute at the Lok Adalat camp.

"T was surprised to hear from m
lawyer thatIhavet ear in the Lo)
Adalattop
lmowwhyl}l;ave been ca]ledwi:leu the =

department ifself is saying that no |

amnunt is left against my name to
pay;’ " added Yadav.

Significantly, the Mega Lok Adalat
disposed of as many as 85,000 cases
across Jharkhand and settled dis-
putes worth around 382 crore.
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Nov. 23 Hundredsof caseswe—

re settled, crores distributed
and litigants returned home
with smiling faces in lok adal-

ats held across the state today:
An initiative of the Sup-

reme Court and National Leg-
al Service Authority (Nalsa),
the | specgal legal forum, titled
National Lok Adalat, wascon-
‘vened across the country to
‘bring down the number of pe-

nding cases.

In Jharkhand, casesfa]lmg
under 138 Negotiable Instru- = |
ment Act (related to banks),
excise act, forest act, labour
act, weights and measures act,
fam:ly ‘and marital disputes,
and insurance

accident

TELEGRAPH

claims, besides crunma] cases
with compoundable offences
were seltled (see chart).

Jharkhand High Court in
'Ranchl, that resolved 636 of 900

cases listed, was linked to the
apex court via videoconferenc-
ing. Two other districts, Boka-
roand Hazaribagh, tookpartin
the videoconferencing, Rest of
districts held their own adalats.
Jharkhand High Court

who was present on the ocea:
sion, saidlok adalats served as

.-anortant togl 111 setﬂjng djf

“Chief Justice. Anjana had

ers at

2.4 - (1=

 filed a case for compensatlon

with the accident claims tribu-

nal. “The case is finally over

aftera decade-long fight,” she
sounded relieved.
High court legal services

committee ‘chairman and

judge N.N. Tiwari pointed out
that litigants had a lot of faith
in lok adalats. “Satisfaction of
litigants is supreme il Justice

. . Tiwari said.
Chief Justice R. Banumathi,

Among the audience were
100 Class VIII students of Del-

hi Public School, who were vi-

giting the high court for the fi-
rst time, Justice D.N, Patel in-

formed the students ahout the

bright prospects of law and
how “Iucrative” the legalﬁeld
couldbe. 2

In Jamshedpur, the pro-

lok adalat

ceedings were held at the civil

court, Principal district and
sessionjudge Amitabh Kumar

said this was the first time that

Supreme Court and Nalsa

took such an initiative.
“The Supreme Court set a
disposal targetof 20lakh cases

‘through National Lok Adalat.

We had organised a mega lok

adalat from November 19-22

and also jail adalat at Ghag-

hidih. Atthe_lalladalat weset- /

tled 17 cases and released 19
prisoners,” the judge said.
At Dhanbad civil court, 22

- benches were put up to settle .

cases. Principal and sessions
Judge S.K. Singh, deputy com-

missioner Prashant Kumar
~and several other dignitaries

attended the special session.

. RANCHI. .
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